
7 Essential Faith Experiences

Participation

 • Be intentional about allowing children to 
be a part of the church community.

 • Welcome children into intergenerational 
worship. 

 • Ensure that they participate, use their 
gifts  and feel that they belong.

 • Give children equal opportunity to 
contribute and have a voice.

 • Guide and mentor them to participate in 
meaningful ways.
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When the religious leaders saw the outrageous things he was doing, and heard all the children running and shouting through the 

Temple, “Hosanna to David’s Son!” they were up in arms and took him to task. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” Jesus 

said, “Yes, I hear them. And haven’t you read in God’s Word, ‘From the mouths of children and babies I’ll furnish a place of praise’?” 

(Matthew 21:15-16, The Message)

“To participate in the life of 
the faith community, children need to be a part of this 

community. And to be a part of the community they need to be 
present for its central practices.  They need to rub shoulders with 
all sorts of folks who make up this community…. They need to be 

seen as active and valued members of their faith community.” (Ivy 
Beckwith and David Csinos, Children’s Ministry 

 in the Way of Jesus, 2013)


