DAY 1- WHERE ARE YOU?
BACK TO THE ALTAR - PRAYING FOR A RECONNECTED HEART

“THEN THE LORD GOD CALLED TO ADAM AND SAID TO
HIM, ‘WHERE ARE YOU?’” (GENESIS 3:9)

THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION

Is there a more searching question than the one God directed at the newly fallen Adam? God, of
course, knew exactly where Adam and Eve were. He is omniscient—all-knowing—after all, so
God was really asking, Adam, do you know where you are? Adam and Eve had disobeyed God
(Genesis 3, 4), and their disobedience created a breach, a break in what had heretofore been a
perfect relationship between God and His crowning creation. The place where God had met
them on every previous day was empty on this day. The first faces ever created bore no smile for
their Creator that day. Arms He had fashioned from clay did not enfold Him that day. Hearts
whose beats had often synchronized with His own were strangely distant, almost silent that day.

NOT ENOUGH

Ellen White comments, “Satan represented to the holy pair that they would be gainers by breaking
the law of God. Do we not today hear similar reasoning?” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 54). Adam
and Eve made the mistake of listening to the devil, and he convinced them that what God offered
them was not enough, that communion with God in a close, trusting relationship was not enough.
In an instant the mild, balmy climes of Eden now “seemed to chill the guilty pair. The love and
peace which had been theirs was gone, and in its place, they felt a sense of sin, a dread of the
future, a nakedness of soul. The robe of light which had enshrouded them now disappeared, and
to supply its place they endeavoured to fashion for themselves a covering; for they could not,
while unclothed, meet the eye of God and holy angels” (p. 57). Sin had changed the spiritual
condition of the only creatures in Eden with whom God had shared His very image. Indeed, it
had shattered God’s image in them.

A TIME TO PRAY

From Adam and Eve’s broken relationship with God to the present flood of severed ties that we
see etched on faces around the globe, perhaps there is nothing more important for which to pray
than for a return to the place where God waits for us. Millennia may have passed, but the lies that
felled Adam and Eve have not changed. Satan still claims that God is withholding something
from us, that He cannot be trusted, that He is not enough. This message is especially alluring in
a tech-obsessed, digital age in which more gadgets and connectedness promise a type of spiritual
nirvana, a higher state in which we control our fate instead of bowing to the God who made us.
Now is the time to reject Satan’s lies and go back to the One who has loved us with an everlasting
love, back to the One who is drawing us to His side with lovingkindness (Jeremiah 31:3)!

Let’s pray together.



