DAY 6—-THE ALL NIGHT PRAYER WARRIOR
BACK TO THE ALTAR - ENDING THE DAY WITH GOD

“NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS THAT HE WENT
OUT TO THE MOUNTAIN TO PRAY AND CONTINUED ALL
NIGHT IN PRAYER TO GOD” (LUKE 6:12).

AN EXAMPLE FOR US

Jesus was known to spend whole nights in prayer, as He did on the night before selecting a team
of 12 disciples who would one day take the gospel to the world (Luke 6:12, 13). You might be
inclined to stay awake all night too if you had a world to save with the help of 12 unqualified
sinners. The responsibility was so heavy. Here is how Ellen White describes Jesus, the all-night
Prayer Warrior:
The Majesty of heaven, while engaged in His earthly ministry, prayed much to His
Father. He was frequently bowed all night in prayer. His spirit was often sorrowful as He
felt the powers of the darkness of this world, and He left the busy city and the noisy
throng, to seck a retired place to make His intercessions. The Mount of Olives was the
favourite resort of the Son of God for His devotions. Frequently after the multitude had
left Him for the retirement of the night, He rested not, though weary with the labours of
the day. . .While the city was hushed in silence, and the disciples had returned to their
homes to obtain refreshment in sleep, Jesus slept not. His divine pleadings were ascending
to His Father from the Mount of Olives that His disciples might be kept from the evil
influences which they would daily encounter in the world, and that His own soul might
be strengthened and braced for the duties and trials of the coming day. All night, while
His followers were sleeping, was their divine Teacher praying...His example is left for
His followers. (Homeward Bound, p. 169)

UNDERSTANDING THE STAKES

While some Christians start their day with God, due in part to the fear of what awaits them once
they leave their home, many rarely end it in His presence. Having received what they needed to
get them through the day, they barely pause to thank God for His provision and protection over
their lives. Tired and worn, they drop into bed with little thought of seeking Him for power to
face tomorrow’s trials. They rarely even thank Him.

Jesus understood the high-stakes spiritual reality that greeted Him each day. He had a
keen awareness of the spiritual danger that His disciples faced, even when they had not a clue
(Luke 22:32). Today—and every day—Ilet us never miss the opportunity to end our day with
hearts lifted to God in prayer and praise. Let us pray earnestly for each other that God might
keep us faithful as we near the return of Jesus Christ.

Let’s talk to our God.



