DAY 8 — WORSHIP AND THE THREE ANGELS’

MESSAGE

BACKTO THE ALTAR - DEVOTIONAL LIFE AND THE END-TIME
MESSAGE

“FEAR GOD AND GIVE GLORY TO HIM, FOR THE HOUR OF
HIS JUDGMENT HAS COME; AND WORSHIP HIM WHO
MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA AND SPRINGS OF
WATER” (REVELATION 14:7).

THE FIRST AND SECOND ANGELS’ MESSAGES

As Seventh-day Adventists, we are called to proclaim an end-time message of so much
importance that nothing else should divert our attention (Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 8, p. 302). We preach the message of the first angel “flying in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth” (Revelation 14:6), urging
all to fear God, give Him glory, and “worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water” (verse 7). These verses remind us that humanity’s origin is divine, not
evolutionary. We possess the “everlasting gospel’—timely and timeless, essential and eternal,
needful and never-ending!

We also share the message of the second angel found in Revelation 14:8: “Babylon is
fallen”! This sacred message calls all true followers of God to reject all humanly originated forms
of worship and belief not based on God’s Word. It calls us away from randomly assembled beliefs
which are not based in Scripture nor supported by the Spirit of Prophecy. Come out of Babylon
that you be not partaker of her sins nor of her plagues, the angel of Revelation 18:4 would later
command. This sacred message is a call to stand apart in our true worship of God!

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE

But, Friends, if the first two messages were powerful, Ellen White says something quite startling
about the message of the third angel. Ellen White writes in her Letter 209: “The power of the
proclamation of the first and second angels’ messages is to be concentrated in the third” (1899).
How so? Because the third angel’s message captures the everlasting gospel of the first message
and its call to worship! It embraces the second angel’s call for separation from false worship. But
the proclamation of this third message is unlike the first two in that it delivers a fearsome warning:
“If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on his forehead or on his
hand, he himself shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength
into the cup of his indignation” (Revelation 14:9). This message reveals earth’s marked-up beast-
worshipers and heaven’s sealed-up God-worshipers!

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12). Of this message Ellen White further notes, “It is
present truth. This message is to go forth with great distinctness and power. It is not to be clouded
by human theories and sophistries” (Letter 20, 1900). As we pray today, let us ask God to
empower our worship that we might powerfully proclaim His end-time message to a perishing
world.

Let’s talk to our God.



